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City with her family, takinga well-deserved break in

K aren Best relaxed at a rental cabin outside Quebee
July 2006, She'd spent muﬁtoﬂh- previows fourand

ahall h inga land claimd that had divid-
rdhcrnnmwﬂypamu!'u!lnmmd{‘a!cduma Ontario.along
racial li garnered ion. Asasen:
inr reporter and photographer for The Haldf { Review,

Best's beats had included the sleepy county council, Six
MNations and general news ina community where natives
and non- natwes —as the people in the area refer o each
other—rarely fered racial divisions. They lived on the
samestreets, sk i t el sent theirkids
tothe same high schools. Butall thatchanged onee s group
of pr from the neighbouring Six Nations reserve
blocked road aceess loa housing development they say
was pari of 950,000 acres of land given to them by a British
government proclamation in1784. Covering that story was
no easy fear, given the tensions i1 stirred up, but Best per-
sisted. “Thisishistory” she says. “It'%s the stary of a lifetime”

So,after workingon that story sinee February 2006, Best
was enjoying her summer vacation one sunny morning
when hercellphone rang. A source from Caledonia waseall-
ing totell her the barricades that had blocked the entrance
tothe disputed housing devel site for eight weels
were finally cmnmgdown Within minutes, she was on the
phone with her editor. *You gotta cover it!” she 1old him,
“You've gotta have somebody go”

Ruleven then,she knew he wouldn't send anyone (o cover
the story, despite her urgings—a decision that bothers her
tor this day. Although national media outlets were a com-
mion sight in town, Best's paper, justa short drive sway, didn't
touch it. Not for the first time, she was the anly Jocal jour-
nalist who seemed to understand the importance of the
evenis unfolding areund her.

The largely rural Haldimand County, witha population

totalled about 3,800 square kilometres, was leased or sold,
Or at least, that's the government's position. According 1o
Six Nations residents and their supporters, the disputed
land wasonly leased, and the government had no business
sellingit to housing developers such as DCE without their
input, or without giving them a share of the profiis.

As is g0 often the case with such disputes, it's hard for
most readers to know who's right and whe's weong. And
in the absence of convineing evidence on either nide oI'L‘m-
centuries-old debate, it's up help peapleunder-
stund what'sat stake. With halfa dozen papm servingthe
ares, that shouldn't have been a problem—but if was.

ol

I Press, The Regional News This Week and The
Tekawennake all come out on Wednesdays, But The
Grand River Sacbem, onc ol the oldest papers in Ontarioand
now owned by Metroland, lands in flyer bagsat 19,000 homes
actoss Haldimand County and the Six Nations reserve on
Friday afternoens. 1t features a mix of local news, human
interest slaries and reports from local lawn bowling and
4 H elubs. “We're the community’s newspaper,” says Neil
Diring, the editor, general manager and associate publish-
er. As Kalie Dawsan, the lead reporter, says, “People like
having theirown newspaper that they can open upand see,
‘Oh, there's my grandson and his bockey team ™
The Sachem was the first non-Aboriginal paper to cover
the dispute, bul while the stalT tries hard to provide hias-
free, politically correctreporting, theirattempts oot hurt
anyone’s fechi ppear to hurt their i 1. Some
whalivein themostaffected areas describeit as “the worst”
of the bunch—they say the Sachem exagrerated their prab-
lems or misquoted them.
Fur the papersoffthe reserve, theaction started in October
2005, when six protestors held flags and banmers on the

Tﬁe Turtle Istand News, The Dunnutlle Chronicle, The

of about 56,000 people, boasts six weekly papers, so
competition alone should havc ensu red good coverage.
Butthat's not the case. S fther i
pletely ignored the conflict, while others hrave taken a
decidedly one-sided approach. According to most editors
and reporters in the area, the pressures of dealing with a
national story from a local perspective, fear of retribution
and personal involvement have putiheminadelicate posi-
tion., So instead of providing fair, halanced reporting ona
situation that is tearing their commumnity apart, most have
opted to pick sides orignore the storvaltogether, throwing
rhr!drﬂl& D‘I'juurnallmn outihr window,

Caledoniaisg H-town Omtario. Located
about 30 kil es south of Hamilton along the Grand
River, it's home 10 10,000 people, a 135-year-old agricul-
tural fair and a historic downtown where kids can still
buy penny eandies at (he local bakery. Until recently, it
was best known for its ning-span hridge, the anly one of
its kind in Canada. Subdivisions are going upon the out-
skirts in response to demand from commuters with jobs
in nearby Hamiilton or Brantford, but the town retains
much ofits old-time charm., Just west are two reserves col-
lectively called Six Nations of the Grand River, witha
population of 11,000, For generations, the communities
Tived side by side without hostility.

That peace began to collapse in February 2006 when a
amall group of pmt('ators muw:d onto the Douglas Creck
Estates (DCE) housi inthe end
oltnwn Al issue was the ownership of the land called
K Mohawlk for “the protecied place” According
1o a 1784 treaty, Aboriginal bands have rights to 10 kilo:
metreson either side of the Grand River, between its source
and Lake Erie. Over the years, much of that land, which

com-
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1 end of Caledonia’s main drag as part of an infor-
mation picket about development on the DCE. “We didn't
take it too seriously at the time,; we just did it because it was
Jocal news,” says Dring, who ran a 120-word article on page
11 In hindsight, he says, it was gold, and al'lkraqulel four
maonths, the Sachem 1it: the protest
moved to the disputed land at the end chbbrum'y DCEand
many residents saw the action asan m:ru'p'tlmn. othen’s
notably Six Nati i insisted it wasarecl;

Either way, almost two months after the trouble started,
the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) botched a nighttime
raid of the DCE. By the middle of the day, several hundred
First Mations from n:rmsthe munlryhad pourced intlosup-
port the px hed aharricade of tires arross
the main drag, stopping traffic through Caledonia, and at
one point darkening the skies witha tire fire, Before main-
stream mediaarrived, local papers “were on the scene first,”
says Dring, whose photograph of a minivan being pushed
offan overpass was picked upby The Hamilton Spectator and
later won the Ontario Community Newspaper Best Spat
News Photo Award for 2006,

Continuous coverage of the more than two years of the
dispute has been difficult, “We just can’t keep up,” says
Diring. “This is like a freight train that ran away from us”
With only one full-time reporier, hehas had to be selective.
Ifsomething happens, the paper will report developments
in the conflict, but won 't write aboul it just to comment,
Dawson was on ity leave and Hamilton-based free-
lancer Mike Pearson, now with the Ancaster News, was filling
in when the protestors took control of the DCE land. He
says heand Dring talked alotabout how to cover the issue:
“We didn't want 1o take a side or take a stand,” he says.
“Ttried Lo be a little more neutral, but it was a challenge
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trying to convey the message of both sides and not appear
to favour any one side

Judging by the letters the Sachem and the other papers
receive, many readers blame band members for some of the
more controversial incidents—including a truck burning
under a power transformer, cutting off power to the county
and surrounding areas foraday ortwoand causing over$1.5
million indamages. They expected thepapertatake the same
line. But because the police did not press charps, Pﬂrson

Mell Dring’s shot of protestars throwing & minivan off an
overpass onto the highway below on April 20, 2006

try to be fair all the way around. But that doesn't mean to
say you can't state your opinion either, as long as you make
sure people know [t's your opinion.”

Reporterand photographer Bill Jackson, whoalso writes
a weekly column called C L says that outspolk
attitude iswhatattracis readers. "1 think people look toour

wasn't prepared to do that, saying, "We had the ohli
1o be objective and not to repnrl hmay
Although the pap
of mnders \uews. Dnng says many afthe comments he
b iated infor-

mation, soheisn't mmformhlepvmﬂmg them. “Some readers
understand where we're coming from and they respect that*
he says. "Other readers think we're dropping the ball”

papert they want .. someons to say what no one's
saying,” hesays. “The paper has always had the reputation
a5 being a little bit more controversial. Chris isn't one to sit
back and let people walk all over her A lotof people read
the paper b of my C 1"l blast off
about the natives or something, butthey like that” Early on,
readers from the reserve called and wrote to take the
paper to task for a story that failed to report their history
pmperly. but that didn't bother Jackson, who says, “It'sall

t'sadifferent story al herat rival The Ry { News
This Week, an mdependzm weelkly owned by editor Chris
Pick "her k hilisk Kevan Pn:kup 1"l've

erofa pnnllns and ol'l‘cr supp!y shop that, like most

Caledani pdeclinein Abariginal

Each Wednesday, 22,000 copies go free to read-

EFSAcT 1 outside Haldi d County, but not to the Six
Nations rr_m:rve &nc to the high cost of delivery.

Known for being ken, the R | News pays more

attention to the land ¢laim dispute than any of the other

klies in town—itd d fourofitsia pages, plus

the cover, toa march in Oetober 2007, But the paper comes
down hard against the protestors. “They're looking at this
ag an illegal occupation and in their copy would refer to it
as an illegal occupation over and over again, whereas we
weren't," says Pearson. From the start of the dispute, “they

p right?”

Uihough he claims he had “no problem with natives”
before he began working in Caledonia five years ago, his
experiences since then have affected him. InJune 2006, he
covered a skirmish at the local Canadian Tire parking lot,
when an Aboriginal womnan noticed he was taking pictures
of the scene. She zl.legcdiy chased him down, grabbed his

camera from hist ratched hi with hernails,
leaving a deepcut, “Youcan see how people get to the brink
in this ity,” says Jack who claims the police

stood there, watched and did nothing. When a police offi-
cer finally returned his camera, the memory card was gone.
Ilt.poﬂus w'hn bewmclhatmmlnwd can find it difficult to

1 profi IHeelings. “After this
:asue dol have somethmg against na!wes persunally? 1
think tsdefinitely coloured my percep an

L AndIthinki tap bitmtowurmpcm

were seen as anti-native”
Editor Pickup doesn't see that as a problem. “No news-
paperisunbiased, despite what they say.” she counters. "We

WWWARLCA

ing because it's your perspective, it's your objectivity”
Whilesucha notion might rub many reporters the wrong
way, Jackson sees it differently. “You could really take a lot
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of angles on thisand still be right,” he explains, So does he
think that he and the Regional Newy have coversd the story
int the best way possible? "No, Ldon't think | have, becanse |
don't think one person at a community newspaper coufd
coveritin the best way. Lthink it's too big of an fssue formy
joband my eapacity (o cover itin the best way possible, and
Tl be the first to admil that. P've done my best”

Fite e Restoral M disputett 4
hrile the Regiona!

w Iy, The Haldimand Press has d!sl:mud itszdf fmlal
reporting on the conflict, With its long history—

it’s been around in one form or another since 1868 —and #

circulation of 4,200, the paper should beright on top ofthe

passenger inside the car. A member of the Aboriginal
Hesponse Team, aspecial OPP squad, made her way to the
car todrive the vehicle out of harm's way. The crowd blocked
thecarand someone eried out that if it wasa nen-Abaoriginal
driver, the car would be towed. Six Nations spokesperson
Janie Jamiesanappeared with four men to help retrieve the
stranded womimn, bul the erowd wouldn'Ulet them through.
As they pushed forward, fists started to fly. Best watched
as people inches away from her punched each otherin the
Face, hurling angry, racist slurs. The foree of the densely
pricked mob jostled her from the middle of the street, where
she'd been standing, to the side of the road. Catching a
glimpee of her neighbour’s 18-year-old son trying to pull

land claim issue, Instead, the Pressis hing

sot‘lely page throwhaek, rl-lymg 'hn.-a\nly on suh\masum:s

{8 19308 oul of the melec, sh erned for his well:
being and shouted at him to go home, But she stayed put.
"T'm ive of the story and [ive there, 50 'm going to

to the editor, w'lnch ippt“i.'l' thwughnul the paper, mtl\:r
than lumped together on one page: inspirational guotations
and public service messages such s “Please Walch For Farm
Equipment On Your Roads—slow down!” and “Never 1ell
anyone they can't sing”

Robert Hallis a third-generation owner, editor, publish-
erandreporteral the paper. “A long, long t earned

caver the stuff”

Best begun covering the land elaim controversy for The
Haldimand Reviewin March 2006, afteratipled ber tostake
outan unpublicized meeting. The OPP, DCE developersand
membirs of the county council and the Six Nations Band
Couneil were getting together to talk about how todeal with

there's always three sides to every story: yours, mine and
the truth, and 1'm just not interested in getting invalved,”
he says, “I've got friends on the Six Nations and 've got
Iriends in Caledonia. You can't really paint a hard picture
onsomethingand be fair iobothsides. it's justmy decision
tosteer elear of controversies.”

While Hall clnims he doesn't cover any hard news, that's
not entirely true. On Sep 13, 2007, & group of
Ahorlglnals :lllm.'krd I:umc bulldcr Sam Gualtieriin the

ln-n-q-\. »n. ! he St ‘irjsw
hdivici hor Caledania d site that has
% 1 ingof 1ot jons(Si Naliunsrep-

1 1 P kb

sh'n'y made the front [.ngrn[lhrWrmnndlM Spectator. 1l
alsomade the Press, garnering 148 wordson the inside cover,
sandwiched between the resulls of a card game and a
fundraising tricyele race. “1 don't try to be like everyhody
else just to be like everyhody else," explains Hall. " What we
dais to try and please our subscribers. We have prolabl

{hesitunti Asmwnlyrvpnrlrrwmhm&-rommﬁnher

ll e “Fr
was my Blory I'm mmpulan- and obsessive and will nol
giveil uptoanybody”

She'stak kedly differentapproach from theother
local papers: she made a point of writing sbaut both sides
ofthestory, includi il ...-...,.,.a.umummi
River land claim as well as ofdiseri
against Aboriginal children. But her paper folded in
November 2006 when its owner;, Osprey Media, decided it
would take too long |o become profitable in such 3 crowd-
edmarket. "1t wasa sad, sad day,” says Best. "l knew that I'd
covered and wril fithat elseh {thedoor
was being shuton that.”

Best returned to her other job at nearby The Dusnville
Chromicle, another Osprey weekly that pulsout 2, 600copies,
but made it clear to her editor that she would not be aban-
doning the story, “I'm from Caledonia. 1 figure the way to
serve my :‘mnmuruty hest was o inform them, and that's

looling

socompliments compared to one complaintabout the style
of our paper, T don't think | eould improve on thatby doing
allufthose hard-nosed stories.”

All.hnuub Hallsif-it-ain't-broke approach to newspapers
fecidedly un-journalistic, many people
in the county consider the weekly a must-read.

o nejournalist who has never shied swiy from report-

may

ing both sides of the land claim dispute is Karen
Best, The lead reporter at The Dunntille Chrontele
first sta rled wm‘klng o the story whileata msh:'r papfr
the '+ Haldi o Review. An but
tough woman, she comes aeross as much more hard-hit-
ﬂngun paper thanin person, While ather loeal jou rr.mllsls
init'si ibletareporton the yihey
Tive in dus ring this erisis, Best isn’t afraid to do her job,
whetherit's covering Six Nations community meetings or
interviewing protestorsal the harricade. “I've had people
say, Isitsafe for vou to go there? Yeah," she laughs, sound-
ing like a kid saying. “Duh.” “What do you think they're
goingtodo to me?™

On Vlttorla Day 2006, an ﬁburlgm u'l mran allegedly

b

stll my posith ys. "I'mvery even. I report what the
Six Nations people say. Some people here are pre&ud u'ed
andangryand frightened. Th 1l th

an, and they may not wart o read i, but | write it, straight
up, il that's what " Herwork bas not unag
preciated: readers havecalled and iled Best with praise.
“And these were people)” she notes, "who lived inthe most
affected area

The Tekawennike and The Turitle [sand News, While

hoth papers have covered the dispute extensively,
they appear to take a ane-sided approach tothe land elaim
issue too, The publisher and editor of The Turtle tsliend Neves
did not responid to interview requests for this story. The
Yeka, ns veaders call i, has a circulation of 2,500 The 35-
vear-old paper focuses on local news but also includes
stories about First Nations communities from across
Canada. It began covering the Caledonia story long before
journalisis al the weeklies in town even knew what was

T he Six Nations reserve has two of its own weeklies:

d a couple of 5 from Haldi | County
and mrmullthngan-ﬂs while irying to block (he main road
with hiscar. A crowd of about 100 insisted he be arrested,
so the OPP took the driver away, leaving the female
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happening.
hu I'nII 2005, Jnmu:mnmrl Dawn Smith, two of the lead-
: hed the Confederacy Coungil,
atraditional ..u.g, vand the elected BanrllennJ
to ask for their bi startan

ahaut the ownership of the land. The story rade the anT
pogeofthe Tekaon March 1. 2006, and 1ted




the next 19 weeks. Jim Windle, who has worked at the paper

for six years, is the assignment editor and lead reporter.

Although hens not Abnrlgmal he says t!m gives hum an
A

i his job—not having
of the S:x MNations means he doesn't need to worry about
angering family members with his work. “1 find the fact that
I'm not native to be more beneficial because 1 can afford to
be mare objective. It's not like if ] say sumeihmg wrong r

Hundreds of First Nations from across Canada and the U.S.
came to Caledonia fo support the Six Nations

problem, of course, is (rying to represent people when no
mzw;l! talk. For the town papers, it was tough 1o get com-

pleon the Six Nati ve—and, inmany
l:aaes.ll‘k;usmshunl toattribute quotes, ordo on-the-record
lmervwws with people on the othier side of the barricade

upset my auntie.” Windie, like Best, b v hours
of his free time to cover the story. “When thmgﬁ started to
happen, news was breaking all the fime so you pretty well
had to be there. There were many nights I spent there, sleep-
ing inmy car”

He'sdisappointed that his rivals have focused on juicy,
unproven details instead of investigating and reporting
the facts. He tried to substantiate stories of children fear-
fully eating lunch under their desks and Canadian flags
pierced with bullet holes—what he calls “ouirageous
erap”—with school and OPP officials, but was told both
were gross exaggerations. “I'm not saying nothing hap-
pened. But | am saying that 8o per cent of what got out to
the major media either didn't happen or was completely
embellished.” says Windle. “There was so much misin-
formation heing fed to the mainstream that only the native
population and those who teok it upon themselves to
research the facts knew the real story” Still, he concedes

that this may not have been the reporters’ faulis entirely.

no one wants (o be a public spokesperson or the
voice of Caledonians. *The biggest problem is the lack of
information residents are getting, but it's the same for us*
explains Sachem reporter Dawson. "We don’t gel informa-
tion about how the negotiations are going, there's nobody
here who will tell us, s0 how do we report it? I think that
Frustrates people—I know it frustrates me”

Fear kept many from speaking to repariers. People
were so afraid of backlash from either side "they didn't
want to have their names out there and justifiably so,
when you see what happened to Dave and Dana,” says
the Sachen 's Pearson. Dave Brown and Dana Chatwel]
live on the edge of the DCE site, and during the most heat-
ed days of the dispute they were unable to travel freely
toand from their home, They had toabide by the protes-
tors' rules—including no aleohol—and carry “passports”
signed by Mohawk security, They endured vehicle search-
s, during which items such as groceries or heer were

Outside media, a8 the Teka refers to mainstream news
organizations, and some non-Aboriginal local papers,
were repeatedly denied entrance through the barricade
totalk tothe protest leadersand their supporters, Windle
says, "so all they got was angry Caledonians.”

stand. The Aboriginal papers are “very much cheer-

T heSachem 's Dring says he isn't surprised by the Teka's
leaders for their side of the issue,” he says. “But you

often r 1, and their home was broken into and many
of their possessions destroyed. They have since filed a
$12-million lawsuit against the OPP and the provincial
guvemment for failing to protect Ihem

tuck b 1 2o

and rvncv.-ur protestors. “1 did have somtdu‘ﬁcully irying
to go down to the barricade site and get comment from
people there becanse they would alwayssay that they'venot
authorized lo speak,” says Pearson, who was often told to
talk to absentee spokespeople. “It probably resulted in the

know what? A paper ahoqu serve the ityand tive shd
they do a good job of rep g their ities." The
W RRLER

not being fully represenied in the news cover-
age. but we always made the effort”
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hen local media fail to cover impaortant issues,
w orcover only one side of them, readers inevitably

have to ok elsewhere. In Caledonia, many go lo
CaledoniawakeupealLeom, created by Gary MoHale. He has
taken it upon himself to fight a pucmw:d Taek ol law and
order, subjecting himself to hatred, ridiculeand near bank-
ruptey in adebate he can't tear himselCaway from, Though
hersold the site fee-minded” late
List year, he still contributes to it And even some reporters
are |mpmseed e | rhmk he'sdonea really, l‘(!ﬂ“)« good jobof
puttinganyi hat e inn get his b there
for people to read ” says Daweon, "Really, if prople didn’t
have that they'd be in the dark even more than they are”

MecHale and his friend Mark Vandermaas, whorunsa
site called Voiceafeanada.ca, don't Hve in Caledonia, bul
are well-known figuresin the communily. Bothsites link
(o bundreds of stories about the eanflict, and thiey are
opposed tothe way protesters behaveand how the dispute
is policed. Oneof theimages on Caled keupeallearn
calls the protestors “lerrorists,” another accuses protes-
tors of “extortion” and 4 third shows a banner that reads.
"KKKANADAT Below, it links tovideos that, the web page
suggests, “conld beseen as proof for a Native Supremacy
Movement.” Ii's not clear whether these are MeHale's own

imply gathered from ofl
The siteis an aggregate: it takes content from every thing
from Aboriginal papers to the National Post to hlogs. The
site has attracted about 22,000 visitors a monih sinee its
ereationin June 2006, * P only involved because the media
failed. That's my fundamental statement [ have made to
the public many times,” says MeHale “1 would not exist
if the media had done their job. In & demoeracy, it's the
media that finally puts the pressure on governments—
and it’s nol happening in Caledonia.”

But McHale isnot jusi acitizen journalist. He has organ-
jzed a number of protests, including the Remember Us
March two days hefore the provincial election in October
2007. He and Vandermaas say they are fighting lwo-tier

P T— -t
hedescribesas

SOLTTE:
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OPP raid

Protestors (it & tire fine ACTOSS Galedonia’s main drag the
ing after a | ighttl i

justice, not theSix N sidents themsel Itk h
some people havea hard tme believing it ‘I‘heval.mheimw
the OFPare treating the actions of First Nationsand lucals
differently. At a resident-organized rally in December, police
arrested and charged MeHale with counselling to commit
mischief, following an altereation between him and an
Aboriginal man. At press time, he s currently restricted
from entering Caledonia and sorrounding areas, though
heisappealing theorder. This March, he faileed in is attempt
to subpoena nine OPP officers, including Commissioner
Julian Fanting, to testify at his bail review, during which
the courts will examine the conditions of his restrictions:

the absence of people from the reserve was hard (o

ignore, especially sinee the event has iraditionally
beeni a time for everyone 1o eelebrate; it generally attracts
30,000 visilors over its three-and-a-half-day run.

The conflict has given thc.nru a poor reputation and
Pearson says lis out-of1 hudderwhen he
mentions Caledoniy, Living and working in such a small
. ity. where families have stayed for generations and
reporiers risk alienating everyone arownd them, makes if
hard to decide how (o cover sucha divisive story, But when
jourmalists choose nol fo report it or ta repart only one side,
they fall not fust their readers, but their neighbours as well.
“Iv's sad 1o see the rift that's between the two communities
niow,” says Pearsot, who lived in thecounty from the age of
eight to 18 and who still follows the story closely from his
home in Hamilton. “There'sa real split, People look at cach
other differently”

An ugly standnffis not what Caledonians want to be
famaus for. They were mueh happier with their previous
cluimito fame. “What we were known for isour bridge” says
Trawson., “I hope that's what we're still known for” @08

A t the annual Caledonia Fair, in both 2006 and 2007,
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